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Living room, foldmg chairs, eats:
Welcome to the concert venue

By Michael Halstead
MESALSTEADAS)TRID COM / B33 3684

1F vour hanve ever found your-
self shopping for new home au-
dio equipment, then it's like
you have heard this inevitahle
cliche:

“Ourr product’s sound quality
i 50 good you'll think the muss-
cians ane right thene in your liv-
ing room!™
knows there simply & no substi.
tute for the real thing,

The “real thing”™ being live mu-
sicians playing original material,
right thiere in your living room.

{ le in Albuquerque
kriaw this truth s well as
Copperman and Jeff Hanson.
For the past four years, they
have skillfully cut out all the in-
termediary gadgetry, bringing
live musicians directly to peo-
ple's living rooms,

Copperman and Hanson are
co-founders of the AMP Houss
Concert Series, an organization
devoted to bringing an alterna-
tive to rmusicians and misic
lovers weary of the club and cof-
feehouse circuits,

The houise conoet 1s o
coneept. Music overs inthe
== through word of mouth ora
newspaper calendar listing — get
secret directions o an undis-
closed hovse, pay adonation (or
don’; it's up o you) to get in and
experience an houror two of any-
thimg from folk oo ez o workd
andd everything between.

There is wsually mingling be-
fore and after the shows, with
Food aned drink usually provided
by the host.

The result is a more intimate,
miusic-orented experienoe.

“The house concens provide a
leveed of intimascy between the I
terwer and the musician that's usu-
ally lost in a larger venue,” sEys
| Copperman, acomputer analyst
at Sanclia National Laboratonics,

Copperman, 39, and Harnson
== 38year-old computer engi-

A danca party featuring Prince
Ciabate, African kora player.
T30 pum. Thursday. $12
donation. Resanations and
deractions: BAZ5073 or
abgmusicBatt.net.

neer whao leaves the public rela-
tioms to his more outgoing part-
ner — met each other in San
Diegod that city's fertile
folk soene of the early 1990s.

Copperman's appreciaton for
sl venues came after seeing
pop star Jewel performing all
original material in a coffes shop,

“Orutside of a select group of
people in San Diego, [ don't
think anyone had even heand of
Jewel, She performed in a small
coffee shop for three hours, and
the cover was 3 bucks," [-
mian says, shaking his head in
wionder, “This is an artist who
wiould eveniually be on the cov-
erof Time magazine.™

Copperman became hooked
on recreating the Intdimacy of
that show.

“l actually meoved to Albu-
quergue with the idea of putting
on house concerts,” he says

In 2000, through a combina-
tion of chance and favorable job
transfers, Copperman and Han-

= son rewnited in Albuguergue,

That year they put on their first
houwse concert E:lapwph

AMP, or more formally Albu.
quergue Musi Presenters, has
grown considerably since, putting
on roughly 18 concerts per year,
amassing & FO00-person e-mal st
aml often irmdng talent b
canese of booked ules,

"Ir's prefry amazing to think
how far AMP has come,” Cop-
perman soys “Cur attendanoe

at these shows hovers between
90 &nd 100 1|‘R3:r::w-n
g0 much s kind of scary

"I-"mpledunkvmmlm:hcmu
sic promoton bsines, " Copper-
man continues, leaning forward

to make his rext point: “We're
not. One hundred percent of the
donations go to the artist. If
wie're a business, we're ot a
moneymaking one ™

“I'm.a music fam, not a busi-
ness guy”, Copperman says,
smiling and rolling his eves,
5hlﬁ:il1;;ha]ht]¢ uncomiortably in

; . “I'm Jearming a kot of
this stuff as | go along.”

Still, Copperman gives assur-
ances the house concerns will
continue as they always have,
wivere the who profit are
the musicians and the audience.

On a recent Saturday night,
Bay Area nng"ﬁr songwriver Vi-
enna Teng and a Sring accom-
paniment performed before a
crowd of roughly 70 in Hanson's
howmie west of O3 Town,

The crowd mimgles before the
show, munching on hors doeu
wres until Copperman signals
the guests that the show is about
to begin. They quickly take thelr
places in folding chairs.

Teng smiles playfully belind
her keyhoard and sddresses the
audienon;

“We were recently playing a
sheoaw &t the Parmmount in Santa
Feto a disappointing crowd of
about 15 peophe,” shie s, “After
the show, Neal walked up to me
amd sadd, "Yiow know, you really
nzed to play our living room,"™

Teng shrugs and nods in Cop-
perman’s direction.

“So, here we are,” she says,

The lights dim, and the sound
of Teng's soulful voice resonates
across the sliver of a room.

There is no mistaking it. it's
the real thing. Right there in
your living noom.



